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MOUNTAIN VIEW — It’s not 
oft en that people plead with a pres-
ident to raise their taxes. But in a 
town hall event in Silicon Valley, 
President Barack Obama found an 
audience in sync with his argument 
that the rich need to pay higher 
taxes so that there is enough money 
for college scholarships, research 
and public works projects.
Looking out at the crowd Mon-
day, Obama called on a retired 
Google employee, Doug Edwards, 
who said: “My question is, would 
you please raise my taxes?”
Th e audience applauded.
Th e question was the ultimate 
soft ball for Obama, a chance to lay 
out his argument for raising taxes 
on affl  uent Americans to cut the 
defi cit without slashing the budget 
for programs to boost the economy.
Last week, Obama released a 
defi cit reduction plan that relies on 
$1.5 trillion in additional tax rev-
enue. He is making the case that the 
wealthiest Americans have made 
enormous gains at the expense of 
the middle class in the last few de-
cades and can easily cover a higher 
tax bill.
Congressional Republicans are 
balking. Th ey’ve resisted att empts 
to saddle “job creators” with a heft -
ier tax burden, creating a standoff  
that is likely to persist through the 
2012 election.
At the town hall event, spon-
sored by the professional network-
ing site LinkedIn, Obama said the 
issue is one of basic fairness.
“Th e income of those at the top 
has gone up exponentially over the 
last couple of decades whereas the 
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Associated Students spent rough-
ly $440,000 on the marketing and 
events department last year, a student-
based department funded by student 
fees.
“I didn’t know about the A.S. 
marketing,” said Crystal Andon, 
a senior health science major. “I 
knew my tuition payments went to-
wards school but not marketing and 
events.”
Based on the published annual 
report for 2009-2010 from A.S., mar-
keting and events expenses reached 
$439,548 while its revenue was 
$71,755.
“Events alone for this year’s bud-
get is in the $200,000 range,” said Kelli 
Williams, associate executive director 
for A.S.
Most of the funding for the mar-
keting and events department comes 
from university fees that students pay 
with their tuition, according to Wil-
liams.
“Th eir student fees pay for our pro-
gram and services,” she said. “So there 
are fees that come out on your state-
ment, seen in diff erent line items. Our 
fee is just that one line item and it is 
$73.50.”
Williams is referring to a fee called 
the student association fee, which can 
be seen on students’ MySJSU account 
summary.
In 2009-2010, all of the revenue 
generated for marketing and events 
came from the Metro Fountain Blues 
Festival through a cover charge, she 
said.
Since the Blues Festival will not 
take place this year, the marketing and 
events department will not be generat-
ing any revenue this year, according to 
Williams.
“It off set the cost, so even though 
we were spending money on the 
event, we spent that much or more to 
put it together,” she said.
Th e marketing and events team 
helps promote services from all of 
the departments within A.S., such 
as the Cesar Chavez Community 
Action Center, the Child Develop-
ment Center, Campus Recreation and 
Transportation Solutions, according 
to Williams.
Some of the more focused events 
for the marketing and events de-
partment include Homecoming, 
Snow Day, Fire on the Fountain, 
movie nights and Legacy Week, 
she said.
“I think the events on campus 
are entertaining, however I don’t 
think every person att ending SJSU 
should pay for it for the reason that 
not everyone att ends every event,” 
Andon said.
Tomasz Kolodziejak, president 
ost students don’t even 
know the cameras are 
there.
“Th ey should really tell us,” 
said junior business major 
Ben Trung, looking around 
suspiciously.
“I haven’t seen any – they 
probably hide them prett y 
good,” said senior accounting 
major Joseph Yapyuco.
Sgt. John Laws of the Uni-
versity Police Department 
isn’t surprised, since most of 
the surveillance cameras em-
ployed by the UPD are con-
centrated in just a few areas of 
campus, notably the Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Library, the 
Student Services Center, Joe 
West Hall, and the University 
Police Department.
Th e low-key cameras run 
constantly, but Laws doesn’t 
want students to misunder-
stand how the cameras are 
used.
“I don’t want anyone to 
get a false sense of security 
that there’s someone watch-
ing the feeds all the time,” he 
said.
Laws describes the cam-
eras as being primarily an in-
vestigative tool.
When a crime is reported 
within range of the cameras, 
UPD offi  cers will go back and 
replay the footage and hope-
fully get a look at the perpe-
trator.
“We use the cameras in 
the King Library all the time 
to catch pett y criminals,” said 
Laws.
Th ere are a total of 
89 cameras in the King 
Library, including in the el-
evators.
“You wouldn’t believe 
what students will do in the 
elevators,” Laws said with a 
laugh.
Elevator hijinks aside, 
Laws sees the King Li-
brary system as a superb 
example of how useful 
surveillance systems can be 
for law enforcement.
“Th e cameras in the King 
Library have been absolute-
ly successful both catching 
criminals and prosecuting 
them,” he said.
One of the benefi ts of 
catching crooks on tape, 
Laws said, is that it also pro-
vides irrefutable evidence for 
prosecutors.
Students who were inter-
viewed generally agreed that 
having the cameras was a 
good idea.
by Christina Molina
Staff Writer
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and CEO of A.S. said it is a compro-
mise that students pay for all of these 
events to be held.
“We try to accommodate all of 
the students through these events,” 
he said.
Brian Edmondo, a senior electrical 
engineering student, said he hated the 
fact that some events go on and the 
students paying for them have no clue 
as to what is occurring.
“Personally, I’ve been to a few 
of the events such as Fire on the 
Fountain and I enjoyed it,” he said. 
“However, I also know that A.S. puts 
on a lot of events that nobody ever 
hears about.”
In addition to budgeting events, 
the marketing and events team has 
budgeted seven students on staff  this 
semester, four marketers and three 
graphic designers, responsible for 
the promotion of A.S. departments 
and events.
According to Williams, about 
$79,000 of the marketing budget is 
used to compensate these seven stu-
dents on staff .
She said employing students is part 
of the Associated Students’ mission to 
give those students the career experi-
ence they will need to apply to a real 
job in the future.
Edmondo disagrees.
“As for paying the students of 
the marketing team, I am not sure if 
it’s really a pay-worthy type of job,” 
he said. 
“I was under the impression 
that those sorts of things would 
be volunteer positions used by stu-
dents to make friends, have a good 
time and provide for their student 
body,” Edmondo said.
According to the Jay Singh, direc-
tor of communications for A.S., the 
marketing department’s budget for 
2011 will be approved by Oct. 8.
Percentages have been rounded to the nearest .01 and may not total to 100.
incomes and wages of the middle class 
have fl at-lined over the last 15 years,” 
he said.
“We’re not talking about going to 
punitive rates that would somehow 
inhibit you from wanting to be part of 
a startup or work hard or be success-
ful. We’re talking about going back to 
the rates that existed as recently as 
the ’90s, when as I recall Silicon Val-
ley was doing prett y good.”
Aft er the event, Edwards said in 
an interview that he is part of group 
of “patriotic millionaires” calling for 
“higher taxes.”
“I really wanted to encourage him 
and let him know there are people like 
me who support raising taxes on peo-
ple who can aff ord it the most,” said 
Edwards, 53.
Asked whether he was satisfi ed 
by Obama’s answer, Edwards said: “I 
would love to have him say, ‘Yeah, 
absolutely, we’re going to raise taxes.’ 
But you can’t do that without working 
with Congress, and it’s not entirely up 
to him.”
The above graphs feature numbers compiled from the 2009-2010 Associated Students Annual Report.
Check back next week when the Spartan Daily will run a story on the passage of the 2011-2012 A.S. budget.
SEE OBAMA PAGE 3
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Carburetor exhibit accentuates driving culture
YES, THE HP-35 FITS 
INTO YOUR POCKET
S P E A K E R :
RANDALL NEFF
FORMER HP ADVANCED PRODUCTS DIVISION
TOMORROW
Wednesday, September 28, 2011  at  6 – 7 p.m.
Auditorium ENG189 (Engineering Building)
Campus event pays homage to early scientific calculator
Th e year was 1972, and a 
small team of engineers working 
for Hewlett -Packard Co. had just 
produced the world’s fi rst pock-
et-sized scientifi c calculator.
Nobel Prize-winning physi-
cist Charles Townes called it “the 
eighth wonder of the world.”
Its creators named it the 
“HP-35” — “HP” for Hewlett 
Packard and “35” for the number 
of butt ons it had.
Today, nearly 40 years later, 
the SJSU departments of com-
puter science and computer en-
gineering are hosting a guest lec-
ture by an HP veteran engineer 
to celebrate the HP-35, a mile-
stone of technology.
GENESIS
Th e HP-35 had its conceptual 
roots in its immediate predeces-
sor, the HP 9100 programmable 
scientifi c calculator.
“Th e 9100 was probably more 
revolutionary than the HP-35,” 
said former HP engineer John 
Minck, who had a hand in cre-
ating the display system in the 
later HP-35.
Th e 9100 was large desktop 
machine with a full-sized key-
board and small screen, strongly 
resembling an early personal 
computer, which some say it re-
ally was.
“If we’d called it a computer, it 
would have been rejected by our 
customers’ computer gurus be-
cause it didn’t look like an IBM, 
therefore, we decided to call it 
a calculator,” said Bill Hewlett 
once, according to offi  cial HP 
history.
Despite being the size of a 
contemporary typewriter, the 
9100 was still quite small for the 
capabilities it contained, consid-
ering that comparable machines 
in previous years might have 
fi lled an entire room, said Minck.
According to former HP en-
gineer David Cochran, the 9100 
was something of a cross-polli-
nation of features and capabili-
ties from two separate machines, 
a navigational computer from an 
Air Force bomber that could per-
form advanced transcendental 
math, and an accounting calcula-
tor that was capable of fl oating 
point arithmetic.
Cochran, who became deeply 
involved with the later HP-35, 
said Hewlett  thought his engi-
neers could merge these capabil-
ities into a universal engineers’ 
calculator.
“It was something that 
would be an adjunct to 
our instrumentation products,” 
Cochran said.
While the 9100 was quite 
a success for the company, he 
said it sparked an obsession 
in Hewlett  to take everything 
that the 9100 could do and 
shrink it down into a package 
small enough to fi t in his shirt 
pocket.
“I told him that the technol-
ogy wasn’t there,” Cochran said. 
“Integrated circuits were just 
starting.”
He said Hewlett  continued to 
hound them about the idea every 
few months for the next several 
years.
REVOLUTION
By late 1970, Cochran and his 
fellow engineers thought they’d 
found all the technologies they 
needed to make the miniaturized 
calculator work.
“I knew exactly what I want-
ed and what I needed,” he said.
Fairchild Semiconductor had 
invited Cochran and fellow engi-
neer Tom Whitney to see a cal-
culator architecture, which Co-
chran thought might fi t the bill 
for HP’s calculator.
Fairchild wasn’t interested in 
building the architecture for HP, 
but Cochran was undeterred.
“I took their architecture and 
modifi ed it into this design,” 
Cochran said, tapping the glass 
on a framed patent in his Moun-
tain View home.
Th e fi nal system, he said, was 
capable of impressive math.
“I could look at anything from 
atoms to the solar system, and 
beyond,” Cochran said.
Squeezing the capabilities 
of the 9100 into a pocket-sized 
space  required radically diff er-
ent circuit architecture, but ac-
cording to both Cochran and 
Minck, there were other impor-
tant engineering demands.
A new super-effi  cient batt ery 
system had to be developed to al-
low the new calculator to run for 
several hours unplugged.
A brand-new LED display 
was created by engineers, in-
cluding John Minck, which had 
to be far less power-demanding 
than its predecessors.
Th e 9100’s full-sized key-
board had to be compressed and 
rearranged without losing func-
tionality.
“We spent as much time fi g-
uring out which order the keys 
would go in as anything else,” 
said Cochran.
He said the wide spacing of 
the keys was an important fea-
ture, since it helped prevent us-
ers from accidentally pushing 
two butt ons, or the wrong but-
ton, and having to re-enter ev-
erything all over again.
Cochran said trivial details 
like these were still important to 
the design process.
Th e case had already been de-
signed for some time.
Hewlett  had been so excited 
about the calculator project that 
he’d had the company’s indus-
trial designers work out the form 
of the plastic case before the en-
gineers even knew exactly what 
was going to go inside.
It did at least give them a 
target to shoot for, Cochran 
said.
TRIUMPH
According to Cochran, when 
Hewlett  was told that the devel-
opment program for the calcula-
tor would cost a million dollars, 
he didn’t think the project would 
be a good return on investment.
In hindsight, Cochran and 
Minck said he was very wrong.
“We were expecting to ship 
out maybe 400 to 500 a month,” 
Minck said. “It actually ended up 
being about 10,000.”
Jon Pearce, chair of the com-
puter sciences department, was 
going to college at Berkeley 
when the HP-35 hit the market. 
Th e calculator was quickly pop-
ular in math classrooms, despite 
the price tag.
“It was $400, which was a 
huge amount of money back 
then,” he said. “It immediately set 
up this divide between the rich 
and the poor student.”
More affl  uent students who 
could aff ord the new calculator 
now had such a massive advan-
tage over their slide rule-wield-
ing fellows that many teachers 
banned the devices from their 
classrooms, especially during 
tests.
“When I was an undergrad, 
we were not allowed to use cal-
culators,” said Debra Caires, an 
SJSU computer sciences lecturer 
with a graduate degree in neuro-
immunology.
Caires recalled at least one of 
her teachers banning devices like 
the HP-35 until well into the ’80s.
She said she thinks that learn-
ing to do math the old-fashioned 
way fi rst would be benefi cial to 
today’s students, who she be-
lieves have become over-reliant 
on the descendants of the HP-35.
Nearly 40 years aft er the de-
but of the HP-35, a machine cre-
ated for convenience, David Co-
chran and John Minck say they 
sometimes wonder if the descen-
dants of their litt le machine have 
made our lives too convenient.
Former HP engineer David Cochran was one of several engineers who helped make the HP-35 and 
other pocket-sized scientific calculators possible. Photo by Jasper Rubenstein / Spartan Daily
by Jasper Rubenstein
Staff Photographer
Walking into the impressive 
Special Collections area on the 
fi ft h fl oor of the King Library, 
the last thing you might expect 
to see are gleaming gold Strom-
berg Single barrel downdraft s, 
Holley double pumpers, and 
Weber twin choke sidedraught 
carburetors.
Yet that is exactly what 
adorns the periphery of the 
double glass doors which sepa-
rate the Special Collections area 
from the rest of the Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Library.
“I don’t know how that’s 
connected to us, and I’ve had a 
couple people mention it to me,” 
said Peter Van Coutren, an ar-
chivist at the Steinbeck Center 
in the Special Collections area.
Although the carburetors’ 
relevance may be lost to Van 
Coutren, he still appreciates its 
aesthetic appeal.
“I’ve been kind of a tinkerer,” 
he said. “I think it’s interesting 
to look at all the diff erent carbu-
retors.”
Th e carburetors are part of 
international conceptual artist 
Mel Chin’s original collection 
of 33 pieces of art, “Golden 
Gate.” Th e work has been 
on permanent display at 
King Library since it opened in 
August 2003.
Meant to evoke parallels to 
the construction of the Golden 
Gate Bridge, and to symbolize 
the utopian hopes and dreams 
of California, the 88 golden 
carburetors also jab at the 
dependence on driving and the 
state’s culturally immortalized 
highway culture.
Funded by the City of San 
Jose’s public art program, Mel 
Chin’s political and ecologi-
cal commentary is prevalent 
throughout the library. Mostly 
unatt ributed and hard to fi nd, 
the 33 pieces are part of a col-
lection called “Recolecciones,” 
Spanish for “recollection.”
“It’s something that we want 
people to take a tour of and look 
for. A lot of the art is prett y 
much hidden,” said Elizabeth 
Chavarin, marketing represen-
tative for the San Jose Public 
Library. “You discover these 
things the more you visit and 
walk around.”
You might wonder why there 
are cast-iron butt erfl ies leading 
to specifi c book cases, why the 
southernmost elevator is always 
dark, or why some chairs have 
six legs while others are brand-
ed with diff erent symbols.
“Th ere is a reason behind ev-
erything,” Chavarin said.
Whatever the reason, pieces 
like “Golden Gate” are created 
to evoke a thought, as trivial as 
it may be. With its objet d’art 
quality of shiny objects pre-
sented in a vitrine-like glass en-
closure, “Golden Gate” beckons 
viewers to have a closer look 
at the intricacy and mechanical 
sophistication of the naturally 
aspirated carburetors.
“Th e reason I thought it was 
cool is because I thought I could 
bring my litt le son here,” said 
Patricia D’Cruz, a graduate stu-
dent interning in the California 
Room of the Special Collection 
area.
Unlike many traditional 
art pieces, Mel Chin’s in-
stallations require a level of 
interactivity which is reinforced 
by the open architecture of the 
King Library.
“Th is library has a lot of art-
work in it,” D’Cruz said. “You 
cannot do the entire library in 
one tour.”
Since its opening in 2003 
many new pieces by diff erent 
artists have found their way 
into the library as part on an 
ongoing collaboration between 
the City of San Jose and San 
Jose State University’s art de-
partment.
Th e King Library off ers guid-
ed tours of the entire collection 
of artwork every Th ursday.
The Special Collections area of King Library houses the 88 gold-painted carburetors that make up the 
art piece, “Golden Gate,”on permanent collection. Photo by Jasper Rubenstein / Spartan Daily
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ORIGINAL HP-35 SPECS:
- FUNCTIONS: Arithmetic, 
Trigonometric, Logarithmic
- SPEED: 60-500 milliseconds, depending 
on calculation
- BATTERY: 500mW Nickel-Cadmium 
rechargeable battery pack
- WEIGHT: 9oz
- PRICE: $395 (1972)
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“Its always good to be safe,” 
said undeclared freshman Rubi-
lyn Loanzon.
Loanzon suggested several 
areas where she thought camer-
as should be added, particularly 
the poorly lit nooks and alleys 
behind the Engineering building 
where she said she and others 
are oft en approached by shady 
characters.
She also said she thought it 
would be good to put some in the 
parking garages.
Jayme Nakamura, a senior 
child development major, agrees.
“Th e garages would be a good 
idea,” Nakamura said. “With all 
the assaults and break-ins in the 
last few years, its really impor-
tant. It’s the place I feel the most 
unsafe.”
Accounting major Joseph Ya-
pyuco also thought the garages 
needed cameras, and thought 
it might be good to put some 
above the campus’ bicycle racks 
and parking areas as well to help 
combat bicycle theft .
Sgt. Laws agreed with the 
interviewed students that the 
school needed more cameras in 
more places, particularly in the 
parking garages.
“Defi nitely the parking garag-
es,” he said. “And I certainly ap-
preciate the students’ concerns 
about the bicycle racks.”
Laws said there are plans 
underway to expand the use of 
surveillance cameras on cam-
pus as part of the “campus secu-
rity master plan” – a cooperative 
venture between SJSU Facilities 
Development and Operations, 
and an outside company called 
Plan Net.
Laws thinks any future cam-
era installations should be as 
hard to spot as the current ones.
Th e primary value of the ex-
isting system is a an investiga-
tive tool, not as a deterrent. Mak-
ing the cameras obvious would 
simply cause crooks to change 
tactics, he said.
“My personal choice would 
be to leave the cameras hidden,” 
Laws said.
Obama is in the middle of 
a three-day Western trip that 
includes seven campaign fun-
draising events. Th e White 
House said the town hall 
meeting is an offi  cial event 
not related to the campaign.
In a quartet of fundraising 
appearances Sunday, Obama 
struck a partisan chord. He 
took a swipe at the Republi-
can presidential debates dur-
ing an event in San Jose.
“I mean, has anybody been 
watching the debates lately?” 
he said. In a reference to Tex-
as Gov. Rick Perry, he said: 
“You’ve got a governor whose 
state is on fi re denying cli-
mate change.”
Obama is also using the 
trip to sell his $447 billion 
jobs package. Passing the 
American Jobs Act, he said 
at the town hall meeting, 
is the “most important thing 
that we can do right now 
to help jump-start the 
economy.”
With the economy in a 
prolonged slump, Obama 
wants to show empathy for 
people buff eted by the harsh 
job market.
At the town hall, he got 
a question from an African 
American man who lost his 
job in information technol-
ogy. Th e man mentioned that 
the black unemployment rate 
is nearly 17 percent and asked 
what Obama would say to en-
courage African Americans 
and other groups that are 
“also suff ering.”
In his answer, Obama ig-
nored the issue of black un-
employment and instead gave 
an analysis that touched on 
energy price disruptions, the 
life cycle of recessions and the 
European debt crisis.
Seeking to increase its in-
fl uence in Washington, Face-
book said Monday it was 
starting a political action 
committ ee to funnel employ-
ee contributions to federal 
candidates.
Th e move to create what 
will be called FB PAC is an-
other indication of the com-
pany's political evolution as 
its dramatic growth creates a 
need to protect itself from 
government policies, such 
as potentially tough online 
privacy regulations.
Th ree top House Repub-
licans were scheduled to 
appear at Facebook's head-
quarters in Palo Alto, Calif., 
on Monday to take questions 
from employees and guests. 
President Obama did the same 
thing in April.
"FB PAC will give our 
employees a way to make 
their voice heard in the 
political process by support-
ing candidates who share 
our goals of promoting the 
value of innovation to our 
economy while giving people 
the power to share and make 
the world more open and 
connected," said Andrew 
Noyes, Facebook's spokesman 
in Washington.
Th e formation of the PAC 
was fi rst reported by the Hill, 
a Capitol Hill website and 
newspaper.
Facebook hired its fi rst 
employee in Washington in 
2007 and has been expanding 
its presence, so a PAC was a 
logical move. Th e company 
started lobbying in 2009 and 
spent $550,000 in the fi rst half 
of 2011 lobbying federal offi  -
cials. Facebook spent $351,390 
in all of 2010 and $207,878 in 
2009.
Corporations are not al-
lowed to give money directly 
to candidates. But many com-
panies form PACs, which are 
funded by voluntary employ-
ee contributions.
Th e PAC then makes con-
tributions to political can-
didates. Companies oft en 
strategically hedge their bets 
by giving to key Democrats 
and Republicans on congres-
sional committ ees that han-
dle legislation covering their 
industry.
Google, for example, 
started a PAC in 2006 and 
contributed $336,000 to 
federal candidates in the 
2010 election cycle, accord-
ing to the Center for Respon-
sive Politics. Although its 
employees on their own have 
given overwhelmingly to 
Democrats, Google's PAC is 
more bipartisan — 54% of the 
PAC's money in 2010 went to 
Democratic candidates, and 
46% to Republicans.
Facebook employees have 
had a similar Democratic tilt. 
About 80% of the $50,470 con-
tributed by Facebook employ-
ees to federal candidates in 
the 2010 cycle went to Demo-
crats, the Center for Respon-
sive Politics said.
McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service
Facebook to form 
FB PAC to lobby for 
political influence
FROM PAGE 1
FROM PAGE 1
Cameras: Surveillance devices 
assist with finding offenders
CAMPUS IMAGE    
 
Obama: Jobs are solution to economy
Joel Zanz of Palo Alto, left, 
displays an American flag 
in support of President 
Barack Obama, while Annie 
Godfrey, also of Palo Alto, 
protests the president’s 
lack of support for tougher 
air quality standards at the 
Computer History Museum 
in Mountain View on Mon-
day. Obama spoke during a 
town hall meeting hosted by 
LinkedIn. 
Photo by Jim Stevens / MCT
Chuma Nnaji, a 
senior software 
engineering major, 
juggles pins as 
part of the SJSU 
juggling club’s 
weekly activity 
near MacQuarrie 
Hall on Wednesday 
afternoon. 
Photo by Jack 
Barnwell / 
Spartan Daily
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Freshman Annahfa Hingano practices with her team Wednesday. Hingano has drawn rave reviews from 
coach Karl Laucher in only one year of playing for SJSU. Photo by Jasper Rubenstein / Spartan Daily
Freshman rugby player showing 
early promise in Spartan career
SJSU women’s rugby team coach Karl Laucher 
said freshman Annahfa Hingano is the closest 
thing to a United States national team player he 
has ever coached.
Despite Hingano only playing for one year, 
Laucher described her as a “superstar.”
“If she committ ed, there’s no doubt that she’ll 
make it,” Laucher said of the nursing major.
Laucher said he saw potential in Hingano the 
fi rst time she ever played — in a tournament at 
Stanford University last year.
Hingano scored a try, the equivalent of a touch-
down in football, in each of the four games they 
played at Stanford, he said.
“I only scored six tries in 30 years,” Laucher said. 
“She’s an animal.”
Aft er the team scrimmaged with the Stanford 
team, he said Stanford’s coach complimented Hin-
gano by saying she “dominates.”
Hingano, originally from San Ramon, Calif., said 
she was always interested in rugby because her fa-
ther and brother played.
Her father played collegiate rugby at Brigham 
Young University-Hawaii and her brother plays for 
a club called the Danville Oaks, she said.
Hingano said she would have started playing 
rugby earlier, but couldn’t.
“Th ey just didn’t have a girls team,” she said. “If I 
had the opportunity back at home to play, I would. 
But I didn’t.”
Hingano participated in basketball and track 
and fi eld while she att ended California High 
School, she said.
She said she got the opportunity to play for SJSU 
last year when a former player, Alexis Wendelton, 
invited her to practice with the team.
“Th is team was just starting again and they 
needed more girls,” Hingano said. “Th ey were say-
ing, ‘We’ll see you next practice. Keep coming and 
bring your friends.’”
Hingano also said she plays for a rugby club dur-
ing the off season, the East Palo Alto Razorbacks.
“I have cousins on the Razorbacks team,” she 
said. “I wanted to keep playing during the sum-
mer, so whenever the Razorbacks needed help for 
games, they’d call me and I’d play for them.”
Hingano said her father and brother were excit-
ed when she started playing, but her mother wasn’t 
because she’s afraid her daughter would get hurt.
“I think all mothers would feel and act that way,” 
she said.
Laucher said Hingano is so good and well-
rounded that she can play any position.
“She’s a great athlete, fast and powerful,” he 
said. “I’m going to encourage her to fi nd a trainer 
to make her the best athlete she can possibly be.”
Laucher also said she is not only a great player 
physically, but she’s also mentally tough and wants 
to “dominate” the game.
Teammate Ana Aranda described Hingano as a 
“beast.”
“She obviously started as a great player,” said 
Aranda, a senior kinesiology major. “She’s awe-
some when it comes to scoring tries. We can always 
count on her scoring at least one for the game.”
Aranda also said not only is she a great player, 
but a great person.
“I genuinely respect her,” Aranda said. “I always 
learn from her. And a lot of the new girls especially 
will take a lot out of her from practice and seek her 
as a really good role model.”
Hingano said she originally wanted to be a doc-
tor, but she changed her mind to nursing when she 
was a freshman in high school.
“I feel like when you’re a doctor, you kind of 
have to take leadership and I feel that’s too much 
pressure,” she said.
Aside from rugby and nursing, Hingano said 
music has been a part of her life since she was a 
child.
She’s been playing the piano since she was 7 
years old, she said, and she’s a pianist for a church 
close to campus.
She also said she likes all kinds of music but 
mainly listens to reggae, and some of her favorite 
artists are K’nova and Fiji.
“I come from a very musical family,” Hingano 
said, mentioning that she is one of nine siblings. 
“We love to just sing and my sister will play the 
(ukulele). Th at’s the best. I love just being with my 
family and having music.
by Nick Celario
Staff Writer
I’m going to encourage her to find a 
trainer to make her the best athlete  
 she can possibly be.
“
”- Karl Laucher, coach
Coach calls Annahfa Hingano one of best on team
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Today’s Crossword Puzzle
ACROSS
1. Just about
7. “What ___, chopped liver?”
10. He walked the line
14. Save specialist
15. Domain of 14-Across
16. SeaWorld attraction
17. Corrigenda
18. Mil. decoration since 1918
19. Red herring
20. Household pest
22. Remain undecided
23. Meaningless musical 
refrain
24. Use an epee
25. The Jets or the Sharks
29. ___ gratias (thanks be 
to God)
30. Deep soup dish
31. Unlikely to get excited
33. Make more meaningful
35. French composer Louis 
Hector
37. Level of command
41. Wipe out electronically
43. It joins the Rhone at Lyon
44. Toy dog
47. ___-equipped
49. Social outing
50. Bitterly pungent
51. Unfriendly look
53. Doe fancier
54. Misnamed writing tool
59. Aired out one’s pipes
60. Equip
61. Put skin on sausage, e.g.
62. “Bus Stop” playwright
63. Word with “Tome” or 
“Tiago”
64. Brought up
65. “Schaum” or “kat” start
66. Ft. Worth campus
67. Naval construction 
worker
DOWN
1. “... and children of all ___!”
2. “Footloose” singer
3. Fertile earth
4. Norse king
5. Positioned artillery
6. Reacted to cutting onions
7. Fireplace ﬁxture
8. Like an unmade bed
9. Restless desire
10. Venomous snake
11. Francis of “What’s My 
Line?”
12. Its back is up against 
the wall
13. Panettiere of TV and 
cinema
21. Pursuer’s command
24. German botanist 
Leonhard
25. Blarney Stone-kisser’s gift
26. Malt beverage
27. Neither’s counterpart
28. Money’s the name of 
her game
30. First correct “Hollywood 
Squares” square
32. Use leather on a 
diamond?
34. Went for a spin?
36. Yell at some sporting 
events
38. Mauna ___
39. Thunder Bay’s prov.
40. Once named
42. Bird that lays glossy 
colored eggs 
44. Here and there, in 
footnotes
45. 87 or 89, at the pump
46. Syracuse’s color
48. Biblical outcasts
51. Glacial ice formation
52. “Cold Mountain” star 
Zellweger
54. Stand the test of time
55. Sponsor of “March 
Madness”
56. Pasta or potato, e.g.
57. “... was blind, but now 
___” (“Amazing Grace”)
58. Introductory section of 
a story
Previous Puzzle Solved
Sudoku
Previous Puzzle Solved
Complete the grid 
so that every row, 
column and 3 by 
3 box contains 
every digit from 1 
to 9 inclusively.
Check back daily 
for new sudoku 
puzzles and 
solutions.
How to Play
Employment
Food Service/Espresso Bar/Host
PT positions in Sunnyvale 
restaurant
Flexible hours $11.50 to start
Call Wendy at (408) 733-9331
Call us at 408.924.3270
or
Visit us in DBH 209
Place your ads ONLINE through 
Campus Ave:
http://spartandaily.com/advertising
Just click place classiﬁeds link 
and post your ads to the 
college classiﬁeds network!
You can also place 
classiﬁeds through the 
Spartan Daily Ad ofﬁce. Call us 
at 408.924.3270 or visit us in 
DBH 209.
How To
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Classified Ad Rates 
Information 
Place your ad online at: 
www.spartandaily.campusave.
com
Ofﬁce Hours:
Monday-Friday         10a.m. - 3p.m.
Deadline:
10 a.m., 2 weekdays prior to 
publication date.
Rates:
One classiﬁed, 20 words $5.50  
Each additional word $0.39
Center entire ad  $1.00
Bold ﬁrst ﬁve words $0.50
Rates are consecutive days only. 
All ads are prepaid. No refunds on 
cancelled ads.
Frequency Discounts:
4-15 classiﬁeds 15%off
16-31 classiﬁeds 30%off
32+ classiﬁeds 45%off
Discounts apply to the original base 
rate, plus the cost of extras.
SJSU Student Rate:
Free! Discount applies to student’s 
individual ad only. Not intended for 
businesses and/or other persons. 
Order must be placed in person. SJSU 
ID REQUIRED.
Classiﬁcations:
Opportunities                     
Wanted                             
Roommate    
Announcements 
For Rent                           
Employment
For Sale                                    
Services
Events
Online Classiﬁed Ads:
Placing an ad online provides you 
with the opportunity to post your ad 
on other college web sites. You may 
also include up to 4 images for your 
online ad.
15 days $25.00
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Kids and suicide don’t mix
“Sticks and stones may break 
my bones but words will never 
hurt me.”
We’ve all heard that saying. 
Your mother may have whis-
pered it in your ear when some-
one picked on you on the play-
ground or you may have said 
it jokingly when your friends 
teased you.
But what if this saying sud-
denly didn’t apply to a genera-
tion? What if words were the 
cause of a lethal pandemic that 
was claiming the childhoods of 
many of our country’s brightest 
youth?
On Sept. 22, a 14-year-old 
New York boy by the name of 
Jamey Rodemeyer committ ed 
suicide aft er years of being tor-
mented by his peers.
His death follows a current 
trend of teenagers ending their 
lives partially because of the 
intense bullying they received 
from those around them.
According to the National 
Institute for Mental Health, sui-
cide is the third leading cause 
of death among adolescents and 
teenagers, behind only accidents 
such as car crashes and drown-
ing, and homicide.
While some may say that kids 
will be kids or that a litt le ridicule 
builds character, I strongly be-
lieve that bullying has gott en out 
of control and is a serious issue 
that we need to face as a society.
We may have bigger issues 
such as the fi scal defi cit or ter-
rorism, but what is the point of 
fi ghting for the future if there are 
no bright minds to take the reins 
once we have gone?
Th is pandemic refl ects the 
fact that children nowadays are 
malicious, much meaner than 
when I was a child.
My adolescence wasn’t with-
out its bumps and bruises — as 
no child’s is — but my humilia-
tion never reached a point where 
my life didn’t seem worth living.
When I was 14, however, a 
friend and classmate of mine de-
cided to take his own life.
In the weeks following his 
suicide, my small hometown 
community mourned the death 
of this young man, grieving not 
only for his physical death, but 
for the future that was robbed 
from him.
Even though I don’t person-
ally know any of these children 
who have committ ed suicide, 
I grieve for them and their 
family anway.
I can’t help but feel a bit of sad-
ness over the fact these teenagers 
died so young that they never 
had the chance to grow up, go to 
college, fall in love or even live 
at all.
My friend didn’t commit sui-
cide because he was bullied, but 
his death still gives me a perspec-
tive on the situation.
I understand how hopeless 
and distraught their friends and 
loved ones feel and I wouldn’t 
wish that pain on anyone.
I don’t think that the bullies 
of today really comprehend how 
much of an eff ect their hurtful 
words and actions have on their 
victims.
Th e current generation seems 
to have more bullies and more 
teenage suicides then previ-
ous ones, leading me to won-
der whether something is going 
wrong in the way that children 
are being raised and taught.
In most cases, bullying comes 
as a result of children picking on 
those who don’t conform or fail 
to meet the expectations our so-
ciety has created.
In an age of ever-evolving 
technology, teenagers are com-
ing up with additional ways to 
pick on those they dislike and the 
exposure of children to increased 
violence has aff ected the way 
they interact with each other.
With the escalated violence 
shown in video games, movies 
and on television, it is no wonder 
that children are learning to be 
cruel toward their peers.
Perhaps children aren’t being 
disciplined enough, or maybe 
those who feel suicide is the an-
swer aren’t gett ing the support 
they need.
No matt er the cause or 
platform, adolescents are 
experiencing something horrifi c 
and it is up to the rest of society 
to make a conscious eff ort to step 
up and protect them.
By 
Jaimie
Collins
The things that go on off the field
I have always liked sports.
When I was younger, I 
cheered for my favorite teams 
and idolized my favorite players.
For the sports I pay att en-
tion to — mainly football and 
basketball — I feel that I’ve been 
prett y good staying up-to-date 
with news, scores, standings and 
such.
It was my interest in sports 
that inspired me to pursue a ca-
reer in sports journalism.
Imagine going to the Super 
Bowl, World Series or NBA 
Championship, sitt ing in the 
press box to watch the game 
and aft erward interviewing the 
coaches and players.
Now imagine gett ing paid to 
do all of that and write about it.
For me, that would be a 
dream come true.
I thought I had a prett y good 
understanding about the sports 
world until this semester when I 
signed up for Kinesiology 101 – 
Sport in America.
I signed up for this class 
thinking, “We’re just going to 
talk about sports all day. Th is 
class is going to be chill.”
I was dead wrong.
Before this class, all I knew 
were scores and statistics, but 
now I look at sports beyond that.
One of the fi rst things dis-
cussed in lecture was how per-
vasive sports are in America.
In class, we discussed how 
sport aff ects our daily lives — 
how we see sports everywhere 
on television and the Internet 
and how growing up we were 
told that sports would teach us 
good values like work ethic and 
sportsmanship.
A few classes later, we went 
deeper and discussed sports’ 
role in society and why it is so 
embedded in American culture.
One of the topics we explored 
was using sports as a stage for 
social change.
We watched a video about 
Tommie Smith and John Carlos 
and how they used the Olympics 
as a platform to raise aware-
ness about racism in America, 
then discussed if sports should 
be used for social change and 
whether professional athletes 
should be obligated to speak out 
on social issues.
We also explored sports and 
humanitarianism.
One of the examples we dis-
cussed was Nike and how its 
brand is stamped all over the 
sports world and that people 
spend a lot of money to buy 
their shoes and jerseys, but it’s 
been reported that Nike is us-
ing sweatshop labor to make its 
merchandise.
We watched a video of a 
sweatshop that is affi  liated with 
Nike and how poorly its workers 
are treated.
Aft erward, we discussed 
whether it’s right that Nike is 
making billions of dollars ex-
ploiting sweatshop workers and 
whether sports fans should con-
tinue to buy Nike products or if 
Nike has an obligation to change 
its policies.
Th is class has altered my per-
ception of sports.
Th e next time I see an NBA 
Cares commercial, I’m going to 
think if those NBA players are 
in that commercial because they 
want to be or because they’re 
obligated to be.
When I’m at the mall and I 
look at a pair of Nike shoes, I’m 
going to think about that sweat-
shop controversy and think 
twice about buying that Nike 
product, even though in all like-
lihood I probably will buy it if I 
want it.
I encourage other sports fa-
natics, not necessarily through 
this class, to explore the sports 
world outside of just scores and 
statistics and take a look at the 
other aspects.
By 
Nick
Celario
Economy: Can’t we let China win?
On the radio this morning, 
the prophets of doom told me 
that if we Americans don’t 
start spending more money 
soon, we’re going to tank the 
global economy.
Th ey told me the develop-
ing world needs us to spend, 
because without our spend-
ing, they’ll never be able to 
att ain American standards of 
living, and then they won’t 
be able to spend their lives 
gathering material wealth 
and symbols of status to make 
them feel superior to their 
neighbors.
Th ese economists hold a 
gun to the heads of American 
consumers every day in the 
news when they threaten eco-
nomic collapse, and our politi-
cians are all either looking for 
ways to get us to spend more 
money or take it by force.
Sometimes our politicians 
just start more wars, so we 
can take on more debt to buy 
more bombs to create more 
bomb-making jobs, the kind 
of government debt nobody 
ever objects to, especially not 
the kind of people who blame 
those goddamned teachers 
and their unions for Ameri-
ca’s fi scal ruin.
But I digress.
I remember a moment 
from my high school days, 
sitt ing around outside of 
school waiting to get picked 
up, when someone drove up 
in a pristine, bright yellow 
Hummer H2 (remember 
those? GM quit making 
them), driven by a woman 
who looked like she had nev-
er even seen a dirt road.
A kid with brand new de-
signer clothes and an iPod 
(this was back when they were 
more expensive, and more of a 
status symbol) climbed into it, 
no doubt to be whisked away 
to his home in the exclusive 
gated communities built near 
Folsom aft er Intel work-
ers started making stupid 
amounts of money in the ’90s.
Th e most well-known of 
these gated communities was 
called “Serrano,” which I think 
is Spanish for “underwater in 
debt,” as most of the houses in 
this once-prestigious neigh-
borhood are either vacant or 
in foreclosure.
At that time, you could 
turn on any channel on TV 
and see complete insanity 
anywhere you looked – peo-
ple fl aunting their wealth on 
shows such as Cribs or My 
Super Sweet 16, people “fl ip-
ping houses” as a profession 
on HGTV, and on and on.
Most of the people in my 
hometown and others like 
it were participating in this 
mass delusion in the ’90s and 
early ’00s that fed back upon 
itself constantly, until we 
were all doing monstrously 
stupid things with our money 
that, looking back on it, were 
transparently absurd and 
meaningless.
I had the good fortune of 
having fi scally sane parents 
who never bought into any 
of it, who had the patience to 
tolerate my cries of injustice 
that I didn’t have the same 
things my friends did as they 
scraped their way up from the 
circumstances they were born 
into, to provide me with the 
solid foundation that’s now 
allowing me the chance at an 
education.
By the time I was 16 or 17, 
I had pulled my head out of 
my ass enough to be able to 
look around at all this ridicu-
lous behavior and say to my-
self, “Man, this is really, really 
stupid.”
I was also extremely 
lucky to have an economics 
teacher who foretold the mar-
ket crash that we would all 
witness just a few years later.
So now people are buried 
under piles of debt, aft er try-
ing to keep up with a stan-
dard of living manufactured 
by a unique collective psy-
chosis created by easy money.
And now the economists 
say we bett er do it again, be-
cause the whole world’s econ-
omy is counting on us.
But you know what? Screw 
the global economy.
Let it slow down. Our 
spending never needed to 
reach the level it did in the 
last few decades in the fi rst 
place, and if it prevents devel-
oping countries from reach-
ing our standard of living, 
that’s a good thing.
I used to act like I was up-
set that we’re the fi rst genera-
tion of Americans who would 
have a lower standard of liv-
ing than our parents, but I 
don’t see it that way anymore 
– we need to have a lower 
standard of living, at least if 
“standard of living” is defi ned 
by how much we purchase 
and own.
We have a greater need 
to get more important things 
in order – things such as 
the health of our communi-
ties and our relationships, or 
things such as fi nding a pur-
pose in life other than running 
a treadmill so we can be the 
one that dies with the most 
toys.
Prophets of doom tell me 
that China may replace us as 
the most powerful force in the 
global economy as its emerg-
ing middle class begins to 
concern itself with status and 
conspicuous consumption.
Our politicians seem con-
cerned. I say let ‘em have it, 
the poor bastards.
By 
Matthew
Gerring
               All future submissions for the advice column 
       
        “In My Experience” by K.L. Perry should be submitted to 
              
                              spartandailyadvice@gmail.com 
       
          where they will be forwarded anonymously to K.L. Perry.
Let it slow down. Our spending never 
needed to reach the level it did in 
the last few decades.
“
”
Matt hew Gerring’s column 
“Th ere Will be Snacks” will 
appear every Tuesday.
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Th ere is only one word that 
could accurately describe blink-
182’s return to music with the 
release of their new album — 
triumphant.
Neighborhoods is an exam-
ple of excellent evolution from 
the band since its self-titled al-
bum release in 2003, and is a 
night and day diff erence from 
the fi rst major album blink-182 
recorded when it burst into the 
mainstream spotlight with En-
ema of the State.
A much more mature 
blink-182 can be heard with 
not only the gut-busting heavy 
guitar riff s but the lyrics as well 
— yes, the days of singing about 
dog feces and masturbation are 
gone but, in the end, for the bet-
ter.
Much of the lyrical theme in 
the album is of sorrow, heart-
break and remorse, and is a clear 
sign that the band is heading in 
a new direction.
Th e band’s newly found 
sound is some of the best music 
it has ever produced.
Some blink-182 fans feared 
this record would sound too 
much like vocalist/guitarist Tom 
DeLonge’s side project Angels 
& Airwaves, a band he formed 
while blink-182 was on hiatus.
Th ere is no doubt a hint of 
Angels & Airwaves in Neigh-
borhoods, but as an avid fan of 
both bands, I can still tell what 
I am listening to is defi nitely 
blink-182, new-wave sound and 
all.
Th ose blink-182 fans who 
despise Angels & Airwaves, and 
there are many, must have been 
immediately disgusted with 
Neighborhoods as a very notice-
able Angels & Airwaves-like riff  
begins the album in “Ghost on 
the Dance Floor.”
I couldn’t have been more 
happy.
“Ghost on the Dance Floor,” 
as well as many other songs on 
the album, gave me a feeling of 
nostalgia that rushed through 
my mind because there is 
recognizable classic blink-182 
sound that mashes catchy riff s 
and melodies that get stuck in 
my head almost immediately.
Th e second track, “Natives,” 
gives die-hard blink-182 fans 
what they had hoped they 
would get to listen to when they 
pressed play on the album — a 
classic, fast-paced mix of guitar 
riff s and verse vocals similar 
to the track “M&M’s” off  the 
Cheshire Cat album.
One thing I did not expect 
when I began listening to this al-
bum was that I would fi nd a new 
favorite blink-182 song.
However, upon fi rst listen, 
“Aft er Midnight” did just that.
Th e track starts off  with 
drummer Travis Barker cruising 
with a super catchy rhythm on 
the hi-hat of his drum kit, soon 
to be followed with an equally 
catchy riff  by DeLonge.
What steals the track for me 
are the verses sung by DeLonge.
Although the chorus sung 
by bassist Mark Hoppus is fan-
tastic in its own way, DeLonge’s 
verses nail home the reason why 
I listen to both of his bands on a 
daily basis.
DeLonge’s vocals are fea-
tured slightly more than Hop-
pus’ in Neighborhoods but the 
two complement each other 
wonderfully with stunning har-
monies throughout the album.
“Heart’s All Gone” is possi-
bly my least-liked track on the 
album.
Th e band released the track 
on the Internet prior to the al-
bum coming out, along with 
“Aft er Midnight” and “Up All 
Night.”
Although Barker goes abso-
lutely insane on the drums in 
“Heart’s All Gone,” something 
about the song didn’t click with 
me, even from its pre-album sin-
gle release.
DeLonge is at his catchiest on 
the album with “Wishing Well,” a 
track full of hope and DeLonge-
patented vowel sounds that will 
have you singing to yourself 
while walking down the street 
— yes, it happened to me.
Blink-182 completes the al-
bum in solid form with “Even if 
She Falls.”
Another song of hope, “Even 
If She Falls” tops a fairly emo-
tionally saddened album with 
the feeling that everything will 
be fi ne in the end.
Blink-182 announced its 
reunion at the 2009 Grammy 
Awards aft er Barker was one 
of only two survivors in a 2008 
plane crash that killed four peo-
ple.
Th e band realized they were 
only being selfi sh to themselves 
and fans around the world by re-
maining apart and out of the stu-
dio, so they announced a world 
tour in the summer of 2009 and 
that they would begin working 
on a new album.
Although Neighborhoods 
took more than two years to 
debut aft er multiple setbacks to 
hopeful release dates, this album 
could be the band’s best yet and 
I am happier than ever that new 
blink-182 is fl owing through my 
headphones.
Blink-182’s new album Neigborhoods hits shelves today Sept. 27 and is the band’s first album produced 
since 2003 with the self-titled Blink-182.  Photo courtesy of blink182.com
Neigborhoods is a much more mature sounding album than Blink-
182’s previous ones.  Photo courtesy of blink182.com
Blink-182 returns with a bang 
in solid mature new album
by Ron Gleeson
Sports Editor
‘Abduction’ has its flaws but is 
exciting to viewers nonetheless
If you’re really into today’s hott est werewolf, 
Taylor Lautner, or don’t mind being “abducted” 
by him for a couple hours, you’ll likely enjoy the 
new action thriller, “Abduction.”
And even if you’re neither of the above but 
willing to give Lautner a chance, then check it 
out.
Seeing the fi lm twice helped me to separate 
my fangirl reaction from being a movie critic.
“Abduction,” directed by John Singleton, 
opened Friday and is basically a teenage “Bourne 
Identity.”
Lautner stars as Nathan Harper, a regular 
high school student who has always felt like a 
stranger in his own life despite trying to go about 
it normally. Because of this he regularly visits a 
therapist, Dr. Bennett  (Sigourney Weaver).
Not until he’s assigned a class project with his 
classmate and neighbor Karen Murphy, who is 
played by the beautiful Lily Collins, does he fi -
nally get closer to the truth about his life.
Th ey fi nd a picture of a kid on a missing-per-
sons website resembling him at that age. Once 
they clicked on the image, it transformed into a 
dead ringer of him. When he notices the website 
indicates diff erent names for the parents, disori-
entation plagues him as he starts to question his 
true identity.
All hell breaks loose once his “parents,” Mara 
(Maria Bello) and Kevin (Jason Isaacs) admit the 
truth, then get murdered by a couple of unknown 
FBI agents moments later.
Nathan is now forced to run from a mysteri-
ous agency that wants him dead, and takes Karen 
along with him to uncover the truth.
Because Lautner’s breakout movie role was 
in the “Twilight” franchise, “Abduction” is being 
categorized as a general popcorn teenage action 
fl ick. It’s meant to be entertaining, and it does 
just that.
Th e best parts of the movie are when Laut-
ner shows off  his extreme martial arts skills, the 
stunts and the slight thrill of a couple typical ex-
plosions.
Lautner and Collins look wonderful togeth-
er and their chemistry is explosive — I felt the 
brewing passion between them.
Collins decently played off  Lautner, serv-
ing the purpose of keeping him in check while 
looking somewhat like a damsel-in-distress — a 
tough cookie, yet vulnerable.
However, the fi rst time viewing it as a “crit-
ic,” the plot lacked cohesion as certain scenes 
seemed random.
Lautner evidently needs to work on his facial 
expressions, considering he wasn’t convincing 
enough in scenes that should have warranted a 
bit more than just a handsome face. Th e same 
applies to Collins.
A well-writt en script and more acting experi-
ence would have remedied that.
Moreover, some camera angles came off  more 
humorous than serious. I don’t know if that was 
the intention, but when you’re trying to root for 
the protagonist to avoid gett ing killed, laughter 
shouldn’t be the reaction you’re aiming for as a 
director.
Furthermore, the title is quite misleading. At 
which point in the movie was Harper abducted? 
Th e meaning of abduction is literally to carry 
away by force, or kidnap.
I understand that Lionsgate would want a 
catchy, one-word title that’s easy to remember … 
but at least relate it to the movie’s plot.
Perhaps they tried to communicate the intent 
of Nathan gett ing “abducted” from his fake life 
into reality. Even then, it’s still a stretch.
Th e movie needed polishing —  in every as-
pect.
Overall, I enjoyed the ride and it defi nitely 
had me on the edge of my seat. Th e rest of the 
cast consisted of seasoned veterans to help bal-
ance out the movie, such as Alfred Molina, Mi-
chael Nyqvist, Elisabeth Rohm and Sigourney 
Weaver, among others.
Technically, the fi lm was much bett er the sec-
ond time around because I took it for what it was 
— a popcorn action fl ick with Lautner as its main 
att raction. Take note, I initially acknowledged 
it’s not worth fi ve stars — but if you were to ask 
me as a huge fan of Lautner, I’d say the movie 
was worth my money because he can “abduct” 
me any day. 
by Angelica Valera
Staff Writer
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‘Neighborhoods,’ released today, boasts band’s 
new wave  of edgy lyrics and musical style
